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Government of India
Ministry of Railways
(Railway Board)

No.2022/LC/14/01 ‘New Delhi, Dated 22.02.2022

The General Managers(Law)
All Indian Railways & Production Units,
The Chairman, All RRBs

Sub: Procedure for Engagement of Counsels by Ministry of Railways in various High
Courts, Subordinate Courts and Tribunals.

In continuation of this office instructions with regard to procedure for
engagement of Counsels by Ministry of Railways in various High Courts, Subordinate
Courts and Tribunals, attention is invited to the letter number J-18/51/2021-JUDL dated
17.01.2022 {copy enclosed) received from Secretary, Department of Legal Affqiré,
Ministry of Law and Justice addressed to Chairman & CEO, Railway Board regarding
withdrawal of existing arrangement for selection of panels counsels by the Ministry of
Railways and has conveyed the decision that now onwards the cases on behalf of
Railways are to be defended by the Counsels empanelled by Department of Legal affairs,
Ministry of Law and lJustice. In this regard, Department of Legal Affairs has issued an
OM No. J-11017/12/2021-Judicial dated 01.02.2022 (Copy enclosed), the same is as

under :
“Subject : Engagement of Counsel by Railways in various Coupts

The procedure to be followed for engagement of counsels for Ministry of
Railways for various High Courts and subordinate Courts has been reviewed by the
Department of Legal Affairs, with the approval of Hon’ble Minister for Law and lustice
and it has been decided that henceforth, cases on behalf of Ministry of Railways would
be defended by the Counsels empanelled by the Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of '

Law and Justice.

2, Accordingly, the orders for empanelment of Advocates for Union of India shall
also include matters pertaining to Ministry of Railways before all Courts, Tribunals and
notice of suits/petitions in respect of Railway matters shall be accepted by the
respective Branch Secretariats/litigation (High Court) Section, Delhi/litigation (Lower
Court) Section, Deihi/Branch Secretariats concerned/Litigation Incharge of various
Courts/Tribunals as notified in this Department’s OM No. J-12017/01/2019-Judicial

dated 21.10.2019.

4, These instructions shall come into force with immediate effect”.
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Further, Railway Board vide their letter N0.2022/0&M/3/3 dated 08.02.2022
{copy enclosed) addressed to various authorities of Ministry of Railways has conveyed
their decision to implement the aforesaid decision taken by Department of Legal Affairs,
Ministry of Law and Justice on the subject mentioned above.

In view of the above, all earlier instructions issued by Legal Directorate regarding
engagement of counsel by Railways authorities stand withdrawn and accordingly, all
Zonal Railways/PUs & Equivalents, DG/RDSO & DG/NAIR, CAO/RWP & CAO/PLW and
RRBs are advised to follow the procedure prescribed in OM No. J-12017/01/2019-
Judicial dated 21,10.2019 (Copy enclosed) and OM No. J-11017/12/2021-ludicial dated
01.02.2022 mentioned above.

This issues with the approval of Secretary, Railway Board.

Vibhoae
%V' 21\ ,,3,)}92-“2-«-—
(R.S. Verma)

Addl.Secy. & Legal Advisor/Railways
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SECRETARY g
 DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AFFARS
MINISTRY OF LAW & gsug“fm
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

e

-D;Q,"Mo.d~_1-8/,51lZQQ-ﬂJvdI. - * Dated the 17" January, 2022
f}@ar %)iww-q Wvingam }W’}*‘!%@ ,,3* |

As you may be aware. that as per the Gc:vemment of India (Allocation of Business)
Rules, 1961, engagement of Counsels to appear on. behalf of Union of India in the High
Courts and Subordinate Courig is ase g_nad to: tma Iﬁepartment of Legal Affairs.

2. It appears tha“t singe Rallways had a se;aarata budget from the Union of Endna at the
relgvant point of time and further for admiﬁ strative converience, the Department of Legal
Atfairs permitted the selection of panel counsels on behalf of Railways before the R
Courts/Tribunals across India, %ubjec‘t to the condition that such selected: panel of Ogunsals T
shall be approved by the Hon'ble Minister for Law and Justice. - :

3. Conﬁident"ag the provﬁsions under the Govermnment of India (Allocation of Business)
Rules, 1961 and for bringing in- efficiency In monitoring the Titigation on behalf of Union of
- Indlia, it has been decided by the Competent Authority to withdraw the said arrangement for
“selection of panel Counsels by the Rallways. Aacordmgtyi cases on behalf of Rallways
* would now onwards be algo defended by the: CounS@is empanelled by the Department of
Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law and Justice .

4. I am, thersfore, to request you 1o direct the concerned officers/subordinate offices
under Ministry of Railways to engage the counsels from the pané.i prepared by the
Department of Legal Affalrs and ensure adherence 10 the instructions issued by this
department from time to time. Kindly acknowledge the same within a week, to ensure that
suftable instructions may also be issued to the Branch Offlces and Law Officers.
This issues with the approval of Hon'ble Minister for Law and Justice.

With warm regards, |
Yours gincerely,

| {(Anoop Kumar Men_diraﬂa) R
Vinay Kumar Tripathi, o
Chalrman & CEQ, -
Railway Board, |
~ Rall Bhavan, New Delhi.




E Mo, - 11017/12/2021-Judicial
Government of India
Ministry of Law & Justica
Department of Legal Affairs
Judicial Section

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated 1% February, 2022

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject - Engagemerit of Counsels by Railways in various Courts.

or the éngagement of Counsels for

Ministry of Railways for various High Courts and Subordinate Courls has been
reviewed by the Depaitment of Legal Affairs with the approval of Hon'ble

Minister for Law and Justice and it has been decided that henceforth cases on
pehalf of Ministry of Railways would be defended by / the Counseis empanelied

WTE‘W@W Ministry of Law and Justice. .
MMW

for empaneiment of advocates for Union of India
shall also include matters pertaining to Ministey of Raitways before all
Courts/Tribunals and rotice of suits/petitions in respect of Railway matters shail
be accepted by the respective Branch Secretariats/Litigation (High Court)
Section, Deihiflitigation {Lowar Court) Section, Delhi/Branch Secretarials
concernediLitigation In-charge of various Courts/Tribunals, as notified In this
Department’s Q.M No.J-12017/01/2019-Judicial, dated 21.10.2018.

The procedure to be .ollowed f

2. Accordingly, the orders

4. These instructions shall come into force with immediate effect.

N
(R.K. SRIVASTAVA)
Joint Secretary & Legal Adviser

Additional Solicitors General {as per list attached)

1.

2. Assistant Solicitors General (as per list attached)

3. Sr. CGSC/Standing Government Counsel (as per list attached)

4, tncharge, Branch Secreariats at Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai &
Bengaluru. _ ‘ ,

5. Incharge, Litigation (HC) Section, Delhi/incharge(LC) Section, Delhi

Copy to:

1. ' The Registrar Generals of all High Courts
2. . Al District Judges. o '
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I WNEN Government of Indig
Vot WEErH Ministry of Railways

- Ed &T\T?} (Railway Boai*d)__'

No.2022/0&M/3/3 New Delli, Pated:08.02.2022
CGeneral Manager,
Al Indian Railways/PUs
& Tquivalenis |
DGRDSO & DG/NAIR o _ . . : N
CAQIRWP & CAOQ/PLW ' | .

sub: Engagement of Counsels by Railways in various Courts.

Kindly find enclosed herewith the letter No. J-18/517202[-Judl. dated 17.01.2022 from
woecretary. Department of Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law & Justi'c_.e addressed to Board(CRB
&CEOQ) regarding revised procedure for engagement of Counsels by Railways in various
couts. In this regard an OM NoJ-11017/12/202 |-Judicial dated 01.02.2022 issied by
Department of Legal Affairs. Minfstey of Law & Justice is also enclosed.

2 Ministry of Railways has decided to implement the above with immediate effect.

Accordingly. necessary action may be taken for implementation of aforesaid order. Further
clavitication, ifany, may be sought from Legal Directorate/Cell of Railway Board.

Enel. Two (02) ' ' //w ‘

_ (B Majumdar} .
Joint Secretary/Railway Board
- jsecyrb@rb.railnet.gov.in
‘Telephone No. 011-23387362
Room No.533-C, 5™ Floor ;
Railway Beard CoE

" Copyto:Legal Cell .

R.()Q]n No. 5333-C, Rnfl Bhawan, Raisina Road, New‘I)el"!'jliwll()(]()'l
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are devisting frofn this procedure. Therefore, I has been dacided (o again issue g
detathed OM re-terating compliznce / guidance of all the Ministries /7 Departments ang
their subordinate offices, {ﬁ@_&iﬂ:ﬁ:rém{i A% under

(A)  Varlous Lourts { Tribunalg at Delhi:

m Dal hi. fhere are a’ﬁmf’;mié offices of this. Dﬁagmrimam viz. Cﬁnim§ ﬁagﬁmy
Section, Litigation (- fgh {“‘a:rurt;afﬁ;ﬁ Bection, Liigation (Lower Courl) Section of lhis
Depariment which are responsile for engaping sullable panel counse! from the panel of
this Department for vardpus courts /7 tribunals situaled in Delbl as and when
noflcesfregussts, in this regard, are recelved by them. Simiarly, In-charge Central
Agency Section and in-charge Litigation (Migh Cowt) Section are responsible for
sngagement of Law Officers for conducting Central Govt. liligation before the Supreme
Court of India and High Court of Delhs, respectively, Details in this regerd are as under: )

Al | Name of the subordinate | Couwrt/Tribunal hefore  which |
No. | office’ - ongagernents are made -
11 incharge, t’.‘;@ms‘al Agency | Suprems Court of India
Section
2. ineharge, Lifigation {High : High Court of Delhi, Armed Forces Tribunal
L CoutlfCATY Seclion (PR}, National Green Tribunal (PB) and CAT

(PB), New Delhi and other Tribunals/
o I Gommidssions situated i Delhi, '
3. ncharge, Litigalion (Lower ! District Courts, Dwarka, Rohinl, Patiala
 Gpurl) Section House, Tis Hazard, Karkardooma and Saket
| ; o and other subordinate courts in Dethi,

By, Varloue Courts / Tribunal at Mumbal, Kolkata, Chennal and Bengsiury:

There are four Branch Secretariats of this Department 3t Mumbai, Kolkats,
Chennai and Bengalury working as subordinale offices who sngage counse! from the
panel of this Department for respective court / tnbunal (ncluding Migh Court, CAT
Bench, AFT Bench, NGT Bench and UDistict & Subordinate Courts) within their
urisdiction. - -

Cr.  Varlous Hig

High Courts ( CATs ] AFTs / NGTs in the gountry:

03 pia&;% émept ihe stations mentioned under para {f&} to {B) ah{mék the |

engagement of counsel from the panel for respactive court / tribunal Is made by the

concarnad in-charge rifg&mn for that court / tripunal, The present position In this r@gzasz
g as umﬁm _

%’i_:,_ Ho. :%mt J i‘riﬁi@_gxé&? inaa:;&arg@ htigaﬁmn {l@y ﬁﬁ@;gﬂai rm)

i

T HigE o %d(ﬁitmai Soliciior General of india E&S@E}

: S I OR
&as; stant Solicitor General of ndaea {Asst. 56D
(ASGHwill prevall if available)
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2. UCAT.AFT.NG™  Concerned Senior Central Government
'E | Benches Standing Counsel (31 CGSC)
i {(outside Dethi) _

g5} - Qi%%ﬁ{:i’ & %,g@smcim%t& Qeum ii’li %‘il% s"zt}untw e:xgzagi at E}eihn Mummﬁg

Kolkata, ﬁhﬁsﬁ%i & ﬁ@ngaiwu

Far L”}sstmi B %Lb@f{ima% Courls’ m ih@ mmir‘g gneapt ;af {?ﬁim kamt}as
Kolkata, Chennal & Bengaiury, the concerried Slanding Governmeant Counseal HSC0) s
the In-charge liigation whe & entrusted with the task of sllocation of casas amongst the
other panel counsal for the concerned Distict & Subordinate Courts, e Additional

Blanding Govl. Counsel {including the 8GCL

5. All the Departments / sunordinate offices of the Central Govemment are requited +

to directly contact the Liigation Incharge of the concerned courd / tribunal as detaited in
para 4 (A) o (C) above, for the engagement of counsel / change of counsel (If required)
from: the panel for that cowt / tdbunal to répiesent Union of India in thelr cases. The
contast details of the concerned ABGH J Asst. BCGL/ Sr. COBC/ SGC ¢ Incharge of

Litigation Sections & Branch Secrelariats are available on the official website of thie
Depariment, Dapartments / subordinale offices of Central Government are advisad to

- ensure from time to time thal the panel counsel who is representing them is sfill on the
penel of this Ministry, If the tenure of representing panel counsel expires before disposal

of the case, the concerned Liligation Incharge may be approached for the engagement

-~ of another counsel from the panel. Al the Minjstries / Dapartments are advised not to

engage counsel whe are not on the panel @f this Ministry/Department without approvai
of this ’i)&eg}gartmani

8. In addilion 1o the abwe— in this confext. ltem No. 8 {i) of the Annexure to

Schadule V of the Delegation of Financial Fower Rules (DFPR), 1978 is also referred

“which clearly astablishes the principle for the expenditure on account of Legal Charges

which needs to be pald o all i«mda of Bariglers, Advocales. Arbliratore, Pleaders and

Umpires ;‘@gﬁr@%ﬂtmg Upion of India before any courl {including tribunals) in the
Louniry anfy with the §}F$f§§‘ consent of this Ministry. and, In case of Law Officersipane!

counse! engaged by this Ministry, Lege! Charges are 1o be pald as par the fee schedula

~ prescribed by this Department for the purpose,

7. in labt af the above, engagement of counsel fo represent Union ﬁ}f India

'&gﬁ;&m any court / tribunal of the countiy, who are not on the panel of Ministry of

Law & Jusfice with running tenure M [ or whose 5e_sngagement has not been

approved by Ministry of Law & Justice, Is viglation of (i} the Government of India

{Allocation of @i{ﬁfﬁ&&g% mﬁm 1961 2 m {il) the f}maiﬁm f}f%‘-’imm‘:iai E%m. |
__3._’3§?§§___ R N S ,

8 Al tifz@ f&&s‘%s c.:sf this Q@mﬁm@m r&f&ﬁ@d abwe E:)atmfa c’f Cﬁf‘iﬁéﬁfi’i@ﬁ utzgatm
Incharges and detals of Pans! Counsel (in the form of orders of empanelment) are

avallable on official website of this Department Le. wyww legaaffairs gov in,
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a Thia is for information of ail the Ministries ¢ Departments of the Government of

£

india and offices subordinale (o them for strict compiancs,

10, All-the subordinate offices of this Department Le. the Central Agency Section,
Branch Secretarial 8t Mumbal, Kokata, Chennal and Bengalury, all Litigation Sections

- &t Naw Delhf and all the Liligation In-charges befors various courts / triburials in the

Country are also reguested 1o ensure slici compliance of Instructions sontained in this

Circular and in case of :«3;‘?3}7' deviation this Deparimant may be informed immadiately.

1. This issues with the approval of Hon'ble Minister for Law & Jusfice,

(5. K. Mishra) ;
Additional Secretary -

Ta,

1At Ministries 7 Depadrents of Govl of indis (s ser Nisl encloged) with requsst 1o give
witle pulblicily of the contenis of s cifoular amongst all thel subordinaté offices.
2. The Comptroller & Audiior Benerat of India with request 1o give wide pultlicity af the contents
of this chrcular amongst &l of their Audit unils. : '
The Contridier Seromd of Aucounts with mouest 10 give wide pubdicity of the contents of this
cireular arsngat all e PAOsIZAGS/OBR0s acoss the country. 7 :
4. The Regisiiars of g the High Couts/CATEAFTSNG Ty in the country and ther Bepches with
raciost 1o he give wide publivity of the contents of this Choular amongst a1 the [istict
Judges gider el jurisdiction
The Inchargs, Branch Secretpriate st Mumba, Kolkala, Chennal & Bengalury.
The Incharge. Centrad Agercy Sechion, Supreme Gount of lndia
The Incharge. Liligation (Figh CowVCAT.ower Gourt) Section at Mew Uitk
The Addilional Boliciiers Genert of India for te High Qourt of Purjaly & Haryana, Mlishsbad,
Fatna snd Raiasthan, : _ _
8 All the Senior Central Govt. Standing Counse! for various CAT Banches, AFT Bancheg, NGT
- Benchas acroas the country. : .
HE Al the Standing Govt, Coursel for various District & Subordinete Couste in the CaUniy.

b G LR

b
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F. No, o-12047H720 8-Judictai _ Dated © 21.10.2019
faopy to
1. PS o Howble MLIPE o Law BeorsiryPR 1o Lagislative Secretary! PS o o Additiongl
Secretaries/PS v all Joint Secretanes of Department of Leaa! Affeis,
- 2. P8 to Additionat Legael Adviser (Judicial) of Departenent of Legal Affairs,
3. The Assistant Legal Adviger (Judicial} of Department of Legal Affairs.
4. To be uploaded on website of the Deparimant of Legal Afioits Le ww, iecaes!aﬂi@;gg gevin
- urder tab “dudicial Saction’ i the iié"%k Hreatars pertaining to !ﬂgﬁ?éeﬁ .
LB Offfesfipars Coples. ,
: % - _
bdn ™ L A
o) ﬁnmww} R

Baction Officer (Judicial)
Tel 011-23384948
Ernail udictal-dia@nicin




